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22nd Edition Road Race Registration is Open!
The snow may still be falling, but the Kennebunk Free Library
is already looking forward to July 12 when we will host the
22nd Edition of our annual Road Race. The race has grown
bigger and better every year, with nearly 500 participants
running or walking to support the library last year. Register
online or drop by the library to pick up a paper application.
The first 200 to register will receive one of our fabulous goodie
bags!
This year, in response to participant feedback, we are making
a change to the way we award prizes. The Road Race draws a broad range of ages - last year,
our youngest racer was 4; our oldest was 84. To ensure that everyone has a chance to be
recognized for their efforts this year, prizes will be awarded to the top male and female finishers
in each of 6 age categories: 14 & under, 15-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, and 60 & over. We hope to
see people of all ages lined up on July 12 to compete against their peers!

Adult Programs
Genealogy Group - March 2
Have you hit a brick wall in your genealogical research that
you cannot seem to break through? Join the KFL Genealogy
Group on Saturday, March 2 at 10:00 for a "Brick Walls

Round Table." Bring your research woes, big and small.
Members of our "Sleuth Group," along with brainstorming by
the group at large, will provide you with some ideas for next
steps in tracking down those stubborn ancestors!

Heart and Home Book Club - March 4
The Heart and Home Book Club is a new, pick-your-own book
discussion group at KFL. Participants choose their own fiction or
nonfiction book based on a monthly theme. On Monday, March
4 at 2:00 p.m., we'll discuss books about cooking. Feel free to
call or stop by the library for help finding a book!

You Can Travel Independently March 6
Have you considered foreign travel but felt overwhelmed by
the planning? On Wednesday, March 6, 2019 at 6:00 p.m.
join John and Kathleen Nolan for "You Can Travel
Independently." Avid travelers themselves, the two will walk
you through planning your next vacation abroad without being
bound to a guided tour. They will discuss how to select, plan,
and execute a trip abroad, including how to book flights, accommodations, car rentals, trip
insurance, and other logistical problems you may encounter prior to travel.
Kathleen Nolan is a retired teacher who has traveled to Europe more than 50 times, the Arctic,
Antarctic, South America, six countries in Africa, Nepal, Mongolia, China, and Tibet. John Nolan
is a retired accountant who has also traveled extensively, though not as broadly as Kathleen.

Meditation Class - March 11
Meditation: Are you a beginner? Looking to deepen your practice? Join
us at the Kennebunk Free Library on Monday, March 11 at 2:00 for the
second in a series of meditation classes with presenter Cindy Simon.
All are welcome!
Where does most of your awareness and attention go? Do you live in
the moment? Are you aware of your breath? Relax and imagine
peaceful scenery, learn deep stillness and quiet, utilize positive
affirmations, and rid your mind of negative chatter. Learn to bring meditation into your everyday
life and discover deeper relaxation, sleep, patience, and calm.

Nonfiction Book Group - March 11
Join us on Monday, March 11 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss Victoria: The
Queen by Julia Baird.
Journalist Baird dedicates this florid, heaving biography of
Queen Victoria to undoing the myths that continue to surround the

woman whose era bears her name-specifically, that she was eclipsed
by her husband, Albert, in matters of state; was incapable of loving her
children; and was an absentee monarch after Albert's untimely death.
Instead, Victoria emerges in Baird's fluid prose as a figure to be
reckoned with in her own right, a passionate wife as well as an
unbending ruler who defied no fewer than seven assassination
attempts. Victoria 's rich personal life makes for interesting reading, but
Baird's attempts to trace the beginnings of the suffrage and antislavery movements to the values embodied in Victoria 's reign are
unconvincing, grafted as they are onto a mass of details about white
dresses "edged with swansdown" and the Prince of Wales's sordid
love life. Baird's empathy for her subject is apparent throughout,
however, and when Victoria finally exits the stage at age 81, the
narrative seems to exhale, drained. Royal biographies tend to be breathless and straitened at
the same time, and Baird's contribution is no exception, but she imbues the chilly figure of
Victoria with welcome humor and warmth. (Publishers Weekly, vol 263, issue 40, p)

Therapy Dog Cuddle Time for Adults March 13
On Wednesday, March 13 from 1:00 to 3:00, adorable therapy dog
Boo will be visiting KFL. He made some new friends during his
visit in February and is looking forward to meeting more. Drop by
the Walker Room to make his acquaintance. All ages are
welcome.

Adult Storytime - March 13
Our hygge storytime last month left people wanting to hear more!
Join us in front of the fire on Wednesday, March 13 at 6:00 as a
staff member reads adventure tales. Light refreshments will be
served.

Science Trivia Night - March 13
This month, Trivia Night is a different night and a different
experience! We are working with the Maine Science Festival to
offer a special science trivia night on March 13 at 6:30. Science
Trivia Nights will be held the same evening in locations around the
state.
To learn more about the Maine Science Festival, held March 13 17 in Bangor, visit their website.

Lego for Adults - March 18
Why should kids have all the fun? We are turning some of our
most popular children's programs over to adults! On Monday,
March 18 from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m., come build your wildest
creations with 100% kid-free access to our LEGO collection. Try
one of our LEGO challenges or just build what's in your
imagination. We will have a selection of adult beverages to enjoy

so this program is restricted to those over 21.

Devilishly Delicious Demos - March 20
In honor of St. Patrick's Day, this month's Devilishly Delicious
Demos will feature Irish foods. (It's more than just potatoes!) On
March 20 at 6:00 p.m., learn how to prepare some Irish favorites,
and enjoy plenty of samples. Space is limited to ensure that there
will be enough goodies to go around. Call or e-mail to register.

Adult Book Discussion - March 26
Join us on Tuesday, March 26 at 1:00 to discuss Pachinko by Min Jin
Lee.
Lee's (Free Food for Millionaires) latest novel is a sprawling and
immersive historical work that tells the tale of one Korean family's
search for belonging, exploring questions of history, legacy, and identity
across four generations. In the Japanese-occupied Korea of the 1910s,
young Sunja accidentally becomes pregnant, and a kind, tubercular
pastor offers to marry her and act as the child's father. Together, they
move away from Busan and begin a new life in Japan. In Japan, Sunja
and her Korean family suffer from seemingly endless discrimination, and yet they are also met
with moments of great love and renewal. As Sunja's children come of age, the novel reveals the
complexities of family national history. What does it mean to live in someone else's motherland?
When is history a burden, and when does history lift a person up? This is a character-driven tale,
but Lee also offers detailed histories that ground the story. Though the novel is long, the story
itself is spare, at times brutally so. Sunja's isolation and dislocation become palpable in Lee's
hands. Reckoning with one determined, wounded family's place in history, Lee's novel is an
exquisite meditation on the generational nature of truly forging a home. (Publishers Weekly, vol
263, issue 47)

Ukulele Group - March 27
On Wednesday, March 27 at 5:30, come to KFL for the fun of
making music in the library. Though most of us are newbies, still
learning to play the ukulele, people of all skill levels are invited to
stop by to play along. Instructor Dan Riggall combines basic
instruction with the opportunity to make music.
The library has a limited number of ukuleles available. Please let
us know if you will need to borrow one. We will do our best to
accommodate you.

Tech Time - March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Join us on Fridays from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. for our ongoing service, Tech Time.
Attendees will work one-on-one with a librarian to answer your technology questions. Registration
required.
Technology is becoming more complicated so we're here to
help. Having difficulty downloading the cloudLibrary app?
Got a tablet for your birthday and need help setting it up?
Please make an appointment by contacting the library at
207-985-2173. This service has quickly become very popular
so your patience in waiting for an accommodation is greatly

appreciated.
This service is intended to help educate you about your
device or to troubleshoot minor technology issues. Our goal
is that you'll leave our session with the confidence and
knowledge to troubleshoot your own future technology
hurdles.

In Stitches - March 5, 12, 19, 26
Do you love to knit? Crochet? Sew? Have you always wanted to learn? Do you have an
unfinished project hidden on the closet shelf? Then join us for "In
Stitches", our handicrafts group! This is a great opportunity to
expand your skills and learn from others, about knitting,
crocheting, sewing, embroidering, or other handicrafts while
enjoying the company of others. Bring a project you are working
on, or come learn from the very beginning (please bring your own
supplies). Knitting help will be available.
In Stitches meets every Tuesday morning at 11:00 a.m. in the
Walker Room. No registration is needed, just drop by for as long as you like.

AARP Tax Help - March 7, 14, 21,
28
It's tax season again at KFL! This year, you'll find that
your federal 1040 forms will look a little different. The
federal 1040A and 1040EZ forms are no longer; they
have all been combined into one 1040 form. We've
already received 1040 forms and instruction booklets,
which are available at the adult circulation desk. As in
recent years, we will not be receiving any state forms.
Library staff will be more than willing to help you print any forms from the IRS or state website for
just $0.10 per page. We can also provide you with instructions for ordering forms to be mailed to
you directly.
If you need some help preparing your taxes, we will once again be hosting AARP Tax Aides
every Thursday from 9:30 to 12:00. The first session this year will be held on February 7, with the
program running through April 11. People will be seen on a first-come, first-served basis only. We
will have a sign-up sheet available in the lobby when the library doors open at 9:30.
So let's talk about the wait.... Unfortunately, because of insurance regulations, we are unable to
allow anyone into the library before we open, regardless of how cold, snowy, or miserable it is
outside. We would encourage you to come close to opening time and wait for your appointment
inside the library. The heroic AARP volunteers have been great about staying until everyone has
been seen. We will have hot chocolate, marshmallows, and snacks available, a fire blazing in the
fireplace, and plenty of reading material. All-in-all it will be a far more pleasant wait than standing
outside in the snow before we open.

Teen Programs
Friday Fun
March 1 3:00 p.m.
Come join us as we make Robotic Hands!
March 8 3:00 p.m.
Come join us as we create Nail Polish Art!

March 15 3:00 p.m.
Come join us as we experiment with Weaving!
March 22 3:00 p.m.
Come join us as we experiment with Potato Lights!
March 29 3:00 p.m.
Join us as we make our own Notebooks!

Teen Anime - March 20
On Wednesday, March 20 at 4:00 p.m, c o m e talk about anime,
manga, RPGs, and anything in between. Basically, anything that
makes you geek out is welcome and encouraged! It is open to
students and teens ages 10 and up.

Children's Programs
Junior Science: Clouds in a Jar - March 4
Science can be wacky, wild, or funny, but it's always an adventure! We will be holding a Junior
Science series of programming for young scientists to experiment and
observe the surprising results. Please join us on Monday,
March 4 at 4:00 p.m. as we experiment with creating Clouds in
a Jar! For kids ages 5 and up, registration is required.
In February at Junior Science, the kids had a blast creating
color changing slime. The slime was made with special
thermochromic pigment that allowed it to change color once it
was warmed up. Making slime is always great fun for the kids.

Beadcraft - March 6
Perler Beads - tiny plastic beads that can melt - were first introduced
as a craft in Sweden in the 1950s and we still love them! Children
ages 6 and up are invited to join us for an afternoon of beading fun on
Wednesday, March 6, at 1:00 p.m. Design suggestions will be
offered, but creativity is encouraged! All craft materials will be
provided. Registration is required.

Stained Glass Art - March 7
Chase away the winter blues with a splash of color! On Thursday,
March 7 at 3:45 p.m., children ages 7 and up are invited to make
"stained glass" windows using construction paper and tissue
paper. Registration is requested.

Tail Waggin' Tutor - March 9
Dogs and books go great together! Children of all ages can
practice their reading by reading to Jack, a certified therapy
dog. Jack will be visiting on Saturday, March 9, and Saturday,
May 11 from 10 to 11 a.m. Library Reading Dogs can help
children increase their reading skills and become more
confident readers. The dog provides a non-judgmental listener
and children often relax in a manner they might not when
reading to an adult or sibling. Practice gained by reading to a
dog has been shown to help students increase reading
fluency. Of course, associating reading with something fun like
patting a dog helps too! No registration required.

I Can Make a Rainbow: Rainbow Art (ages
2-5) - March 11
What's your favorite color? How about ALL of them? There are so
many ways to make a rainbow! Children ages 2-5 are invited to join us on Monday, March 11 at
3:45 p.m. for some colorful, arts-and-crafts fun. Registration is required.

Read Across the Kennebunks - March 12
Miss Stephanie from Graves Library in Kennebunkport will
be joining us for some extra special storytime fun during
our normally scheduled Family Storytime on Tuesday,
March 12 at 10:15. Celebrate Read Across America Day
with your community librarians!

Chickadee Book Club - March 13
Kennebunk Free Library has a book club for kindergartensecond graders! We meet to read and talk about
Chickadee nominated picture books, and have some fun!
Our next meeting will be Wednesday, March 13 at 3:45.
We will be discussing The Boy and the Whale by Mordicai
Gerstein. Copies can be reserved via Minerva online or at
the library. Reading the book ahead of the club meeting is
encouraged, but not required. Registration is required, and
is limited to 15 readers. For more information or to register, call 985-2173. Come read with us!

The Rainbow Connection: Rainbow Salt
Jars (5 & up) - March 14
What do you get when you mix science and art? A rainbow of
learning! Children ages 5 and up are invited to join us on Thursday, March 14 at 3:45 p.m. to
create a layered rainbow salt jar. Registration is required.

Discovery Station - March 20
Join us on Wednesday, March 20 at 3:45 p.m. for
Wee Build, Free Build! Sign up to practice your
building and engineering skills.
For ages 2-5 years old accompanied by a parent or caregiver. The program is limited to 12
children, and registration is required.

Homeschooling Group - March 25
Are you the parent of a homeschooler? Are you looking for a place
to talk about your experiences with other parents? KFL has started
a group for parents of homeschoolers to discuss and share
resources. A librarian will be available to answer questions and offer
guidance. Our next meeting will be held on Monday, March 26 at
6:00 p.m. Homeschooling is a journey - join us to talk about your
travels!

LEGO Club - March 27
Come join us on Wednesday, March 27 at 4:00 p.m. for Lego Club! This
month come join us for a building challenge that will push your builder
abilities to the limit. If you are feeling more creative come build a Lego
creation of your own imagination. Registration is required, for kids ages 4
and up.

Storytimes
Mondays at 10:15: Peek-A-Book Babies (ages 0-2)
Tuesdays at 10:15: Family Storytime (ages 0-5)

French Class
Parlez-vous français?!
Would you like to learn to speak French? Join us on
Tuesday afternoons from 12:15 - 1:15 p.m. here at the library
for French class. You will develop speaking, listening, reading
and writing skills, while also learning about cultural
perspectives of France and other French-speaking countries
around the world. Our emphasis will be on communication, using the language in real-life, realworld situations, so that students may converse with French-speaking visitors to our state,
and/or be able to get around when traveling in the Francophone World. This class is geared
towards homeschooling students age 10 and above, but all are welcome.

Save the Date!
Save the date! The Week of the Young Child Family Festival
will be on Saturday, April 6. Join us for a drop-in craft at 1:30
p.m. and a concert from Rob Duquette at 3:00 p.m.!

Speers Gallery
March Artists - The New School & The School Around Us
The Kennebunk Free Library announces its March 1 to 30, 2019
exhibit of the artwork of students of The New School in Kennebunk
and The School Around Us in Arundel. The show features pieces of
different media; all created by students ages 5 to 18. The public is
invited to view the exhibit during regular library hours when the
gallery is not in use for library programs.
The New School is an independent democratic high school where
students are encouraged and supported to find their voice, pursue
their passions, and become lifelong learners. Students actively
participate in creating curriculum, connecting to their community,
and engaging in real-world learning opportunities. Students at The
New School are creative and informed thinkers who are stewards of
our world. In 2016, The New School was featured in a one-school art
show at Full Circle Gallery in Biddeford and in 2017, at The Brick Store Museum in Kennebunk.
The School Around Us is a holistic learning community for students ages 5-14.
Holistic education is a philosophy of education based on the premise that each person finds
identity, meaning, and purpose in life through connections to the community, the natural world,
and humanitarian values such as compassion and peace. We love that we are small enough that
each student can feel valued for who they are and shine brightly in this world. School Around Us
has been in operation since 1970 making it one of the oldest independent schools of this type in
the country.
The arts are an important part of the curriculum at TNS and SAU fueling imagination and personal
expression, contributing to the development of a sense of self, supporting close observation of
the world and the ability to fuse emotion and intellect, and building self-confidence and the ability
to connect with an audience. Art at these schools is integrated into much of what is done rather
than as separate subject. We find that the balance between academic pursuits and artistic
expression meets our belief in holistic education."

A Message from the Friends of KFL
The Friends of KFL continue to work on book sorting in preparation for our next book sale
in May. Our next Friends meeting is April 22 at 6:00 p.m. Meanwhile, enjoy the winter and
good reads, and thank you for your support!

Library News & Events
March Madness at KFL!
Visit the Kennebunk Free Library to place a bid on an amazing auction item during our silent
auction fundraiser, March Madness, from March 4 through March 29.
Since our last posting we've received several more amazing auction items. There are baskets
featuring Retro Cocktails, Beach Glass Jewelry and Wine, and Puzzles. We will also be

auctioning an Andrew Benintendi signed baseball, a Maine Red Claws signed basketball, and
more!
A brochure with additional information about each item will be available at the adult services desk
as well as online. Those who wish to place a bid on an item will first need to sign up for a free bid
number at the adult services desk. Bidding will end at 5 p.m. on Friday, March 29 at the close of
the day. Winning bidders will be notified on Monday, April 1.
KFL is a nonprofit organization. Each year, we must raise about 25% of our operating budget
through fundraisers such as this.

Pi Day Bake Sale
Kennebunk Free Library is hosting a Pi Day Bake Sale on
none other than Thursday, March 14 (3.14) from 9:30 a.m. 5:00 p.m. This sale is open to the public and features whole
pies and pie slices and some other creative concoctions.
This fun fundraiser features sweet and savory pies and
accepts baked contributions from the community. Please
call or stop by to sign up to let us know what you will be
bringing in. Contributors are asked to please bring their pies the morning of the sale to the staff
entrance. Please include a listing of ingredients.

Seeking Trustees
KFL is seeking individuals with a passion for their local library to apply to join the Board of
Trustees. There are openings available for our new fiscal year, beginning July 1, 2019.
This is a very exciting time for KFL. We have just completed a new strategic plan and are looking
forward to putting the plan into action. Would you like to bring your ideas and skills to the table?
Thank you for your consideration.
To learn more about being a Trustee, visit our FAQ page and Trustee job description. The
application is available online or can be picked up at the adult circulation desk.

New Books, Audio Books, & DVDs
Click here for a look at our new books.
Click here for new audio/video.

A Message From the Library Director
We have had an overwhelming amount of people sign up for and attend our programs recently. In
March, we're continuing to do our best to accommodate the demand by offering additional
sessions of programs. Thank you for your understanding. We consider this a good problem to
have but we are also acting swiftly to find more solutions. Staff does a wonderful job and with a
limited budget. Did you know that Adult programming receives $1000/year, Children's $2,300,
and Teens have to rely solely on donations through the Friends of Kennebunk Free Library? In
2018 KFL held 467 programs with over 6,500 attendees! Of course we need to rely
on grants and donations as well.
We invite you to help contribute toward KFL in March by participating in
our March Madness Auction fundraiser held from the 4th to the 29th as
well as our Pi Day Bake Sale on March 14 (3.14). Also, make plans to
attend one of our new monthly program series on Meditation or our Heart
and Home Book Club.

You may have noticed the extra glow in the library. In March, all of our
lighting was replaced with LED bulbs. In addition to the energy savings
and lower costs for future maintenance labor and bulbs, we can see!

March Calendar of Events

March 1: Tech Time, 10:00 a.m.
March 1: Teen Friday, 3:00 p.m.
March 2: Genealogy Group, 10:00 a.m.
March 4: Peek-a-Book Babies, 10:15 a.m.
March 4: Heart and Home Book Group, 2:00 p.m.
March 4: Junior Science, 4:00 p.m.
March 5: Family Storytime, 10:15 a.m.
March 5: In Stitches, 11:00 a.m.
March 5: Artist's Reception, 4:30 p.m.
March 6: Beadcraft, 1:00 p.m.
March 6: Crafting Friends, 5:30 p.m.
March 6: You Can Travel Independently, 6:00 p.m.
March 7: Tax Help, 9:30 a.m.
March 7: Stained Glass Art, 3:45 p.m.
March 8: Tech Time, 10:00 a.m.
March 8: Friday Fun, 3:00 p.m.
March 9: Tail-Waggin' Tutor, 10:00 a.m.
March 11: Peek-a-Book Babies, 10:15 a.m.
March 11: Meditation Class, 2:00 p.m.
March 11: Rainbow Art, 3:45 p.m.
March 11: Nonfiction Book Group, 6:30 p.m.
March 12: Family Storytime, 10:15 a.m.
March 12: In Stitches, 11:00 a.m.
March 13: Therapy Dog, 1:00
March 13: Chickadee Book Club, 3:45 p.m.
March 13: Storytime for Adults, 6:00 p.m.
March 13: Science Trivia Night, 6:30 p.m.
March 14: Pi Day Bake Sale
March 14: Tax Help, 9:30 a.m.
March 14: Rainbow Art, 3:45 p.m.
March 15: Tech Time, 10:00 a.m.
March 15: Friday Fun, 3:00 p.m.
March 18: Peek-a-Book Babies, 10:15 a.m.
March 18: Legos for Adults, 6:00 p.m.
March 19: Family Storytime, 10:15 p.m.
March 19: In Stitches, 11:00 a.m.
March 20: Discovery Station, 3:45 p.m.
March 20: Teen Anime Club, 4:00 p.m.
March 20: Devilishly Delicious Demos - Irish Food, 6:00 p.m.
March 21: Tax Help, 9:30 a.m.
March 22: Tech Time, 10:00 a.m.
March 22: Friday Fun, 3:00 p.m.
March 25: Peek-a-Book Babies, 10:15 a.m.
March 25: Homeschooling Group, 6:00 p.m.
March 26: Family Storytime, 10:15 a.m.
March 26: In Stitches, 11:00 a.m.
March 26: Adult Book Discussion, 1:00 p.m.
March 26: KFL Board of Trustees Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
March 27: Lego Club, 4:00 p.m.
March 27: Ukulele, 5:30 p.m.
March 28: Tax Help, 9:30 a.m.

March 29: Tech Time, 10:00 a.m.
March 29: Friday Fun, 3:00 p.m.
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