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gossip, fourteen-year-old Will 
Tweedy suddenly finds himself 
eyewitness to a family scandal, 
and that’s where his adventures 
begin. 
Persia Cafe,  
by Melany Neilson 
      Having come within an inch 
of her life, Fannie Leary is deter-
mined to take a good look at it -- 
to figure out, in fact, what is her part in the tragedy. 
Growing up in a small Mississippi River town, Fannie 
works at the local cafe, trying to hold her own in a 
world of slow expectations and hard boundaries. 
Dreaming that her cooking will be her ticket out of 
Persia, she cleaves to Mattie, the irrepressible black 
woman who runs the kitchen; to Will, the troubled, 
quiet boy she falls in love with; and eventually to 
Sheila Jones, a reclusive young girl who has returned 
with her mother from California to the town after her 
father's death. But when a young black boy suddenly 
disappears and the town erupts in violence, she is the 
only one who can piece their story together. 
The Space Between Us,  
by Thrity Umrigar 
 Set in modern-day India, The Space Between Us is 
the story of two compelling and achingly real women: 
Sera Dubash, an upper-middle-class Parsi housewife 
whose opulent surroundings hide the shame and dis-
appointment of her abusive marriage, and Bhima, a 
stoic illiterate hardened by a life of despair and loss, 
who has worked in the Dubash household for more 

than twenty years. A powerful 
and perceptive literary master-
work, author Thrity Umrigar's 
extraordinary novel demon-
strates how the lives of the rich 
and poor are intrinsically con-
nected yet vastly removed from 
each other, and how the strong 
bonds of womanhood are eter-
nally opposed by the divisions of 
class and culture. 
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inspects the ocean daily, searching in vain for German U-
boats he is certain will come.  
 Listening to Frankie as well are Will and Emma Fitch, 
the town's doctor and his new wife, both trying to escape 
a fragile childhood and forge a brighter future. When Will 
follows Frankie's siren call into the war, Emma's worst 
fears are realized. Promising to return in six months, Will 
goes to London to offer his help, and 
the lives of the three women entwine. 
 Four Spirits 
by Sena Jeter Naslund 
      Weaving together the lives of 
blacks and whites, racists and civil 
rights advocates, and the events of 
peaceful protest and violent repres-
sion, Sena Jeter Naslund creates a tap-
estry of American social transforma-
tion at once intimate and epic. 
 In Birmingham, Alabama, Stella Silver, an idealistic 
white college student, is sent reeling off her measured 
path by events of 1963. Combining political activism with 
single parenting and night-school teaching, African 
American Christine Taylor discovers she must heal her 
own bruised heart to actualize meaningful social change. 
Inspired by the courage and commitment of the civil 
rights movement, the child Edmund Powers embodies 
hope for future change. In this novel of maturation and 

growth, Naslund makes vital the inter-
section of spiritual, political, and 
moral forces that have redefined 
America. 
Mudbound,  
by Hillary Jordan 
     In Jordan's prize-winning debut, 
prejudice takes many forms, both sub-
tle and brutal. It is 1946, and city-bred 
Laura McAllan is trying to raise her 
children on her husband's Mississippi 
Delta farm—a place she finds foreign 

and frightening. In the midst of the family's struggles, two 
young men return from the war to work the land. Laura's 

We Are All Welcome Here,  
by Elizabeth Berg 
     It is the summer of 1964. In 
Tupelo, Mississippi, tensions are 
mounting over civil-rights demon-
strations occurring ever more fre-
quently–and violently–across the 
state. But in Paige Dunn’s small, 
ramshackle house, there are more 
immediate concerns. Challenged 
by the effects of the polio she con-
tracted during her last month of pregnancy, Paige is 
nonetheless determined to live as normal a life as pos-
sible and to raise her daughter, Diana, in the way she 
sees fit–with the support of her tough-talking black 
caregiver, Peacie. 
 As the summer unfolds, hate and adversity will 
visit this modest home. Despite the difficulties thrust 
upon them, each of the women will find her own 
path to independence, understanding, and peace. And 
Diana’s mother, so mightily compromised, will end 
up giving her daughter an extraordinary gift few par-

ents could match. 
The Postmistress,  
by Sarah Blake 
      American radio gal Frankie 
Bard’s dispatches crackle across 
the Atlantic, imploring listeners 
to pay attention--as the Nazis 
bomb London nightly, and refu-
gees stream across Europe. 
Frankie is convinced that if she 
can get the right story, it will 

wake Americans to action and they will join the fight.  
 Meanwhile, in a small town on Cape Cod, Iris 
James hears Frankie's broadcasts and knows that it is 
only a matter of time before the war arrives on Frank-
lin's shores. In charge of the town's mail, Iris believes 
that her job is to deliver and keep people's secrets, 
passing along the news that letters carry. And one 
secret she keeps are her feelings for Harry Vale, who 

brother-in-law is everything her husband is not—
charming, handsome, and haunted by his memories 
of combat. Ronsel Jackson, eldest son of the black 
sharecroppers who live on the McAllan farm, has 
come home with the shine of a war hero. But no mat-
ter his bravery in defense of his 
country, he is still considered less 
than a man in the Jim Crow 
South. It is the unlikely friendship 
of these brothers-in-arms that 
drives this powerful novel to its 
inexorable conclusion. 
The Secret Life of Bees,  
by Sue Monk Kidd 
      Set in South Carolina in 1964, 
The Secret Life of Bees tells the story 
of Lily Owens, whose life has 
been shaped around the blurred memory of the after-
noon her mother was killed. When Lily's fierce-
hearted “stand-in mother,” Rosaleen, insults three of 
the town's fiercest racists, Lily decides they should 
both escape to the town that holds the secret to her 
mother's past. There they are taken in by an eccentric 
trio of black beekeeping sisters who introduce Lily to 
a mesmerizing world of bees, honey, and the Black 
Madonna who presides over their household. This is 

a remarkable story about divine 
female power and the transform-
ing power of love--a story that 
women will share and pass on to 
their daughters for years to come.  
Cold Sassy Tree,  
by Olive Ann Burns 
 On July 5, 1906, scandal 
breaks in the small town of Cold 
Sassy, Georgia, when the proprie-
tor of the general store, E. 
Rucker Blakeslee, elopes with 

Miss Love Simpson. He is barely three weeks a wid-
ower, and she is only half his age and a Yankee to 
boot. As their marriage inspires a whirlwind of local 


